It is a quarter of a century since the first edition of this book appeared, and some ten years since the 3rd edition. The earlier texts were almost entirely the work of two or three authors, but the present edition differs from its predecessors in being a multi-author work. Dr The editors have done their best to impose uniformity of style in presentation, but, inevitably in a book with so many contributors, there is some repetition, and occasionally conflicting views are expressed -for example the term "pre-leukaemia" is defined in different ways. On the other hand, it is curious that, in the section on animal models of leukaemia, the natural history of murine erythroleukaemia due to the Friend virus is not discussed. The use of inducing agents to promote maturation of this leukaemic cell line may well be relevant to the treatment of some forms of smouldering myeloblastic leukaemia in man. Discoveries in leukaemic cell biology are proceeding at an astonishing speed, and it is a reminder of this that, in a book published in 1983, the term "oncogene" does not appear anywhere in the text -though there are tantalising hints in the chapter by Drs Wong Staal and Gallo! The human T-cell leukaemia virus is mentioned, but its epidemiological associations are not discussed.
These are but minor criticisms, though, and the editors are to be congratulated on producing another scholarly yet most readable edition of an established work. The original senior author, Dr William Dameshek, described his editorial philosophy in the preface to the first edition: "neither an encyclopedia, nor a text book, but a monograph for those... wishing to know more about leukemia as a whole". The 4th edition fulfills these criteria in the spirit in which they were conceived. it is possible to get a good overview of the "state of the art". I would recommend this slim volume to all clinicians who deal with cancer patients, were it not for one factor -the price. The quality of the printing is poor and certainly not to the standard of a book priced at £37.50! It is done by a "camera ready" technique so that the pages look as though they have been typed. Here is a book which at its current price will regrettably find only a small market.
